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The Benefits of Biop.c Telescopes for Low Vision Drivers 
Biop%c telescopes are small op%cal devices mounted toward the top of regular eyeglasses. With a slight 
head %lt, the wearer can switch between normal vision and a magnified view, allowing them to see 
distant objects more clearly. These devices can help eligible individuals with visual impairments qualify 
for a restricted driver’s license by improving their ability to read road signs, signals, and spot poten%al 
hazards. However, because biop%cs prescribed for driving are intended only for distance viewing, they do 
not help drivers see dashboard displays. 
 
Outdated Biop.c Driving Regula.ons 
While most U.S. states will license individuals to use biop%c telescopes, regula%ons vary by state, and 
include differences in the design and magnifica%on power of the biop%c, as well as driving restric%ons 
such as speed and permiFed %mes of day. Because drivers are not expected to adjust the device while 
opera%ng a vehicle, many states require either a fixed-focus biop%c or prohibit adjus%ng a focusable one 
while driving. This limits the device’s usefulness for other tasks and makes it difficult for users to view 
the dashboard. These regula%ons were established before autofocusing biop%cs became available, and 
therefore do not reflect the the new technology nor the drivers need to monitor dashboard displays. 
 
The Challenge of Modern Car Displays 
Modern vehicles feature complex dashboards with text, symbols, and dynamic digital displays. These 
screens provide cri%cal informa%on, such as speed, fuel levels, GPS naviga%on, and alerts. However, for 
biop%c drivers with low vision, these digital displays are difficult—if not impossible—to read. 
 
The Autofocusing Advantage: Enhancing Safety and Efficiency 
Autofocusing biop%cs automa%cally adjust to the appropriate distance, allowing the driver to see both 
distant objects (like the road) and near objects (such as the car's dashboard) clearly without needing to 
manually adjust the device. Autofocusing biop%cs, offer a safer and more prac%cal solu%on for biop%c 
driving than tradi%onal fixed-focus devices, as they provide the full range of clear vision needed to 
support all the driver’s vision needs. 
 
Conclusion 
While tradi%onal biop%c telescopes are essen%al for enabling individuals with low vision to be eligible to 
receive a driver’s license, they fall short in enabling the full range of clear vision that car dashboards and 
displays require. Autofocusing biop%cs now offer the most compelling op%on to support the combined 
distance and near viewing needs of today’s low vision driver. Their ability to automa%cally adjust their 
focus between the road and the dash ensures drivers can easily read both the road and their car's digital 
interfaces, enhancing both safety and efficiency. As vehicles con%nue to integrate advanced technology, 
autofocusing biop%cs are becoming a compelling op%on for low vision drivers, allowing them to drive 
more confidently and safely with biop%c devices. 


